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TEXTO

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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	The single playmaker to prove himself master of all the dramatic genres available to what the late professor F. P. Wilson described as “Jacobethan” playmakers was William Shakespeare.

Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in the heart of the Warwickshire countryside, yet within easy riding distance of the cathedral town of Coventry, he was educated at the local grammar school. Up to the age of seventeen he could easily have attended the annual performance of coventry’s cycle of mystery plays and thrilled to the sight of King Herod, ‘raging in the pageant and in the street also’, since the plays were not suppressed until 1581.

While still ‘creeping like snail, unwillingly to school’, he became acquainted at the hand of such pedantic and provincial schoolmasters as his own Holofernes and Sir Hugh Evans with Latin, and with some at least of the roman authors – certainly Ovid, Plautus and Seneca; possibly Terence, Cicero, Virgil, and Mantuanus – if not with Greek and the Greeks. Leisure time pursuits provided him with first hand knowledge of country sports, wildlife, folklore, and every aspect of the agricultural calendar from winter ploughing to summer sheep-shearing and harvest home in Cotswold villages: they also led him to acquire an intimate knowledge of village wooings and enforced marriage.

Possessed of little beyond this education, some experience in his penurious father’s butcher’s shop and his own poetic imagination, he left home – possibly apprenticed to James Burbage, the leader of the earl of Leicester’s company of actors based at neighbouring Kenilworth Castle; more probably as a page attendant upon some local young nobleman studying law at the Inns of Court in London. Nothing is known of him during this period. He emerges in the early 1590s as an actor, poet, and playmaker talented enough to attract  public notice, and by doing so, to provoke personal attack from his university-educated rival Robert Greene.

Himself a voracious reader of all English writers from Chaucer and Lydgate to his own contemporaries Spenser, Marlowe, Holinshed and North, Shakespeare swiftly earned – both as an actor and as a provider of plays – the privilege of becoming a shareholder in the Lord Chamberlain’s company of actors (led by then by James Burbage’s sons, Richard and Cuthbert) and, with it, frequent performances at court. By 1600 he was himself a family man, a part-owner of both the Globe and the Blackfriars playhouses and moving freely in the dangerous social and political company of the Earls of Southampton and Essex; he also enjoyed the no less stimulating, if abrasive company of the young Ben Jonson in whose ‘humorous’ comedy, Everyman in his Humour, he had recently acted an important role. He was then on the point of writing Hamlet.

The zenith of this remarkable career was reached when, in 1603, he was admitted to membership of the royal household as one of King James I’s own company of actors and its leading playwright with the rank of Gentleman Usher. That thereafter having written all his plays for actors whose characters and capabilities were as well known to him as those of his own family, he should have directed rehearsals of them prior to their first performance can hardly be doubted. By 1613, when the first Globe was destroyed by fire during a performance of his own King Henry VIII, he was ready to quit public life and retire to New Place, the great house and garden which his earnings in the theatre had enabled him to buy in his native Stratford-upon-Avon. Small wonder then, as master of all the dramatic genres from comedy to historical morality and from tragical history to tragedy and tragi-comedy, he should be described by Ben Jonson in the memorial poem which prefaces the first folio of all his plays, lovingly assembled and edited from the prompt-copies by his fellow actors in 1623, as ‘not for an  age, but for all time.’ It would take another 150 years, however, for this prophecy to receive the endorsement of the whole world.

WICKHAM, Glynne.  A History of the Theatre. London: Phaidon, 1992


1. Shakespeare read greedily some of the great English writers. Among his favorites we can include:

A. Spenser, Marlowe and Chaucer

B. Holinshed, Lord Chamberlain and Jonson

C. Lydgate, Holinshed and Joyce

D. Marlowe, Ovid and Lydgate

2. Some of his professors in school were:

A. bookish and conservative 

B. understanding and friendly 

C. silly and academic

D. rude and demanding

3. According to F. P. Wilson, Shakespeare was a playwright who:

A. wrote stories of historical morality

B. excelled in mystery plays

C. dominated every kind of drama  

D. viewed life as a tragic experience

4. Considering the time he spent in his dad’s shop one can say it:

A. was an astonishing experience

B. was a rewarding way of learning   

C. made him value the hardships of life

D. made him experience a miserly way of life   

5. Besides being a writer, producer and actor of plays, Shakespeare was also the owner of:

A. King James’ company of actors 

B. King Henry VIII’s playhouse

C. shares in Lord Chamberlain’s company     

D. Gentleman Usher’s great house

6. According to the text, part of Shakespeare’s education came from the experience with:

A. Lord Chamberlain

B. Ben Johnson

C. Sir Hugh Evans

D. James Burbage

7. By “creeping like snail, unwillingly to school”, the author probably means  Shakespeare was:

A. a reluctant student 

B. a shy student 

C. an easily startled  school boy

D. eager for success in school

8. In his spare time activities, he learned about: 

A. membership of the royal household

B. different cultural aspects and country life

C. summer ploughing and enforced marriage 

D. horse riding and fox hunting 

9. After having written many plays and being admitted as a member of King James I’s company, Shakespeare decided to withdraw from the spotlight and:

A. spend time in Kenilworth Castle

B. go back to his hometown

C. join Ben Johnson’s  company

D. rebuild the Globe playhouse

10. The tragedy “Hamlet” was written:

A. very early in Shakespeare’s career

B. when Shakespeare was already one of the owners of the Globe

C. as soon as Shakespeare started working with James Burbage 

D. after harsh criticism of Shakespeare’s works by Ben jonson

11. In “Up to the age of seventeen he could easily have attended the annual performance of Coventry’s cycle of mystery plays and thrilled to the sight of King Herod...”, there are:

A. two coordinate clauses

B. two subordinate clauses

C. a main clause and a subordinate clause

D. a noun clause and a coordinate clause

12. In “Having written all his plays for actors whose characters and capabilities were as well known to him as those of his own family...”, and “...he should be described by Ben Jonson in the memorial poem which prefaces the first folio of all his plays...”, the italicized clauses are respectively:

A. adjective clause and noun clause

B. noun clause and adverbial clause

C. adjective clause and adjective clause

D. adverbial clause and adjective clause

13. The excerpt “By 1613, when the first Globe was destroyed by fire during a performance of his own, King Henry the VIII, he was ready to quit public life...” is a:

A. complex sentence

B. compound sentence

C. simple sentence

D. compound-complex sentence

14. He could easily have seen the Shakespearean play if he...

A. had leave two hours earlier

B. had left two hours earlier

C. has left two hours earlier

D. had leaved two hours earlier

15. If she’d known about the heavy rains, I’m sure she...

A. didn’t have taken the midnight train

B. won’t have taken the midnight train  

C. can’t have taken the midnight train

D. wouldn’t have taken the midnight train

16. The words moving (line 51 ), stimulating (line 54), wooings (line 27) and creeping (line 14) function in the text as:

A. verb, noun, adjective, adjective

B. adverb, noun, noun, verb 

C. verb, adjective, noun, verb 

D. noun, noun, verb, verb

17. Indicate the correct alternative:

A. The experience provided him of a great understanding of city life.

B. That new bank was directed in a former employee.

C. The woman was admitted on membership of the old company.  

D. Many young people depend on their parents nowadays. 

18. In “... some local young nobleman studying law at the Inns of Court in London.”, the italicized part of the sentence is a reduced:

A. adverbial clause

B. adjective clause

C. noun clause

D. prepositional phrase

19. Rebecca’s been a bit disappointed ...... Miss Taylor’s appearance when she ...... her for the first time ...... the meeting.


Fill the blanks correctly

A. on – sees – in

B. through – has seen - with

C. since – saw – at

D. in – was seeing – whilst

20. ...... Tim was scared of appearing in public, he was clear-headed enough and on one ...... in school his quick action ...... a falling lamp saved a group of children.


Fill the blanks correctly

A. although – moment – was catching

B. although – occasion – of catching

C. when – time – had caught

D. whenever – moment – was catching
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